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NEWS

For Immediate Release

New AMDR Member Survey Finds Hospitals and Surgical Centers
Saved over $465MM (€426MM), Avoided over 98MM Pounds (44.5MM
Kg) of Greenhouse Gas Emissions by Using Regulated, Reprocessed
Single-Use Medical Devices from AMDR Members in 2023

[Washington, DC / Berlin Germany — 16 October 2024] A record | 1,967 hospitals and surgical
centers saved nearly half a billion dollars and eliminated greenhouse gas emissions equivalent to
7.5 Olympic swimming pools filled with gasoline by opting for regulated, commercially
reprocessed 'single-use' medical devices (SUDs) instead of virgin SUDs in 2023.

The data comes from a newly released survey by the Association of Medical Device
Reprocessors (AMDR).

Key findings include:

e By using safe, regulated, reprocessed SUDs, such as lateral transfer mats, pulse
oximeters, and EP catheters and cables, hospitals and surgical centers collectively saved
over US$465.8MM (€426.7MM) in 2023. AMDR believes this represents a small fraction
of the full amount that could be saved if hospitals maximized reprocessing programs.

e A record 23.7MM pounds (9.9MM kg) of medical waste were diverted from landfills and
put back into service in 2023 after inspecting, disinfecting and/or sterilizing the products,
and labelling them. AMDR member reprocessors sold 30.9MM reprocessed SUDs back
to hospitals and surgical facilities for safe reuse.

e The greenhouse gas emissions eliminated by hospitals that used reprocessed SUDS is
equivalent to the emissions from using 5,012,801 gallons (18,975,516 liters) of gasoline —
that’s about 7.5 Olympic-sized swimming pools filled with gasoline that hospitals and
surgical centers avoided by using reprocessed SUDs.
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e Every health system in the United States, except for the Veterans Affairs hospital system,
and hospitals and surgical centers in 14 additional countries used regulated reprocessed
“single-use” medical devices (SUDs).

e 80 U.S military institutions, including those that treat the President, use reprocessed
SUDs.

“AMDR members partner with hospitals to dramatically reduce cost, waste, and greenhouse gas
emissions by using regulated, reprocessed SUDs,” said Daniel . Vukelich, President and CEO,
Association of Medical Device Reprocessors. “While these numbers are record setting and
robust, they represent only a small fraction of the reprocessed devices that hospitals could use.”

Thanks to its free greenhouse gas emissions calculator, published on Earth Day 2024, AMDR can

publish this first ever industry-wide greenhouse gas emissions reductions figure. The calculator
uses peer reviewed data from life cycle assessments comparing the environmental impact of
reprocessed SUDs to their virgin counterparts. AMDR’s analysis also uses the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency’s Greenhouse Gas Equivalence calculator.

Infographics that illustrate the AMDR member survey data are available here. Methodology for
AMDR’s Member Survey is available here.

About AMDR

The Association of Medical Device Reprocessors (AMDR) is the global trade association for the
regulated, commercial “single-use” device reprocessing and remanufacturing industry. Founded
in 1997, AMDR has advocated for reprocessing and remanufacturing as an important healthcare
strategy that helps hospitals and healthcare providers increase quality, reduce costs, waste, and
emissions, and strengthen the supply chain.

AMDR protects the interests of its members in regulation, legislation, and standard-setting.
AMDR members include Arjo ReNu Medical, Innovative Health, Medline Renewal, Stryker

Sustainable Solution, Sustainable Technologies (a Cardinal Health Business), and Vanguard AG.

Having played a key role in the establishment of the reprocessing industry, AMDR continues to
push the global medical technology industry, leading the way for remanufacturing to play a
defining role in the evolution of new device technologies.
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https://amdr.org/reprocessing-carbon-emission-calculator/
https://www.epa.gov/energy/greenhouse-gas-equivalencies-calculator#results
https://amdr.org/newsroom/reprocessing-by-the-numbers/
https://amdr.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/2023-AMDR-Member-Data-Methodology.pdf
https://www.arjo.com/en-us/services-solutions/healthcare-solutions/reprocessing/
https://innovative-health.com/
https://www.medline.com/perioperative-management/device-reprocessing/features-benefits/
https://sustainability.stryker.com/
https://sustainability.stryker.com/
https://www.sustainabletechnologies.com/en_us.html
https://www.vanguard.de/en/home/

